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Deuteronomy 30:19

“Choose Life...”

Dear Friend,

It is literally a matter of life and death. The issue is the legalization of assisted 
suicide and euthanasia. Parliament has only a few months to decide. 

Let me be clear: this is not about refusing medical treatment. It is not about withdrawing treatment that is 
futile and unwanted. We each have the right to accept and refuse treatment. When this happens, it is the 
underlying disease or condition that will be the cause of death. 

Assisted suicide is just that: someone – perhaps a doctor – giving someone medication to kill themselves. 
Euthanasia is where the doctor or another administers the medication. It is intentional killing, given with 
consent. And it is about to become legal in Canada. 

Our voice needs to be heard. 

Assisted suicide is a violation of God’s command that we should not kill. Some say it is a merciful act. 
Scripture teaches us that the appropriate response is to walk with people who are in the valley of the 
shadow of death; we are to comfort them, to care for them and their loved ones (1 Thess. 5:14); and to 
ensure high quality palliative care is available to manage the pain and symptoms. One of the hallmarks of 
Christianity is our care for the sick and dying. 

Assisted suicide undermines our commitment as a society to uphold the sanctity of human life and to 
care for the vulnerable – the infirm, the elderly, and the disabled – in defiance of those who would impose 
“survival of the fittest” on humanity. I am grieved and outraged that anyone should ever have to choose 
between life and death. Once assisted dying becomes an acceptable option, those with incurable illnesses, 
even if they are not terminal, will have to justify why they are refusing medical help to be killed. No one 
should have to justify their choice for life. People with severe disabilities are asking why they are being 
denied the protection of the law that able-bodied people enjoy. 

In parts of the world that have already legalized euthanasia, legal permission to be killed has already 
evolved into social pressure to be killed. There is an emerging “duty to die” to protect others from the 
emotional and financial consequences of disability, illness, or age-related debilitation. And as eligibility 
requirements continue to expand unabated, more individuals are qualifying for death “on demand.”

Assisted suicide compromises the integrity of our health care system and our medical profession. Imagine   
a hospital room where in one bed, the medical team is valiantly trying to save a life while in the next bed, 
they are deliberately trying to end one? At what point does the medical team’s preference change from one 

“No oNe should have to justify their choice for life.”

over please...



“option” to the other? Will cost containment or availability of hospital beds factor into their decisions? This is 
the very reason the Hippocratic oath, to do no harm, exists – to assure patients that their doctor would only       
do what will help them or comfort them, and not kill them. 

Last February, the Supreme Court ruled that in some cases, assisting in the suicide of another should not be 
illegal. To what degree and under what circumstances this will be allowed is to be decided by Parliament, who 
was given one year to draft laws that will provide stringent limits and safeguards. 

Some are arguing that the Court ruling means there is a right  to assisted suicide and even euthanasia; that 
they should be considered medical treatment options, available in hospitals and clinics, provided by doctors, 
and paid for by our tax dollars. 

No political party has said they will reject the Supreme Court decision by invoking the notwithstanding clause 
of the constitution or that they will reassert Parliament’s objectives of promoting life and protecting the 
vulnerable. The only other option is to press for rigorous legislation that will minimize the harm of the 
decision, make occurrences as rare as possible, protect the conscience of medical professionals, and ensure that 
high quality palliative care is available to every Canadian who needs it. 

The EFC is positioned and prepared to stand for the protection and care for life and conscience: 

	 •	 A	federal	Panel	is	conducting	consultations	to	assist	Parliament	in	formulating	new	legislation.	Because	
  the EFC had intervened before the Supreme Court, the Panel has requested a meeting with us. These 
  public hearings will begin after the election.

	 •	 The	EFC	recently	made	a	submission	to	the	Canadian	Provincial/Territorial	Expert	Advisory	panel.		

	 •	 The	federal	parties	will	likely	allow	a	free	vote	due	to	clear	disagreements	among	members	of	their	
  respective caucuses. The EFC is well positioned and has a track record of working across party lines to 
  garner support for the best response we can achieve.  

The outcome of the coming debates will shape Canada for generations to come. What kind of society do you 
envision? Will life be protected and will our health care system default to life and care for the sick and dying, 
or will life increasingly be seen to be expendable?  

We stand at a crossroads. The challenge is daunting. The stakes are high: indeed, literally a matter of life and 
death. We need to stand for life, to plea for the vulnerable, to care for those in the shadow of death. For this is 
what God requires of us. We need your prayers and your financial support.  

Sincerely yours,

Bruce	Clemenger
President

To make a difference click this button 
or call 1-866-302-3362 to donate today.
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