
Dear Friend,

This country was built upon respect for freedom, justice and peace. We are 
proud to be Canadians because our country values the diversity of its peoples and 
allows us to be true to ourselves – to act in accordance with who we are and what we believe – while 
contributing to the well-being of others and society as a whole.

A restaurant owner has no fear that his business licence will be revoked because he chooses not to serve 
pork, based on his belief that certain foods are unclean. A religious leader has no fear that he will lose 
his authority to officiate weddings because he chooses not to solemnize same-sex marriages, based on 
his conviction that marriage is a sacred bond between one man and one woman. A family doctor has no 
fear that he will face disciplinary actions if he refuses to perform or provide referrals for abortions, based 
on his moral objection to taking a human life. But wait...

In March, the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario (CPSO) released a new policy that has 
taken away the right of doctors to refuse to provide services that they find unconscionable. If your 
doctor was asked to perform a procedure (like abortion) or provide a prescription that, although legally 
permissible, violates your doctor’s deeply held beliefs about good and evil, he or she is now required to 
provide an effective referral (which endorses the patient’s need for the procedure), and where no referrals 
exist, to perform the procedure itself. If they don’t, they will face disciplinary actions that may include 
losing their medical licences. The CPSO’s counterparts in the other provinces are also reassessing their 
policies on the moral/religious accommodation of physicians.

Morality is uniquely human, having been woven into our souls by God, and guides all our decisions. In 
its new policy, the CPSO is trying to dehumanize our doctors by dictating that morality should not be 
allowed to obstruct the delivery of medical services. But is there not something bizarre about a health 
care system where the patient gets to determine whether taking a life in certain circumstances is right or 
wrong, but it is the doctor who must commit the act?

In a culture of “on-demand” consumerism, where people can order any movie they want on their TVs 
with the click of a button, many support the argument that physicians have a professional duty to 
fulfill the demands of their patients. (“Your every wish is my command.”) But a television doesn’t have 
a conscience, nor can it evaluate whether a show’s content is exploitative or immoral. Doctors are not 
robotic technicians, immune from feeling shame, post-traumatic stress, and loss of self-respect. 
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“Christians have a duty to challenge any practice that does not respect the sanctity of human life.”

The moral fabric of our 
healthcare system
is at stake.



Under the new policy, doctors who conscientiously object to destroying fetuses, prescribing medication or 
perhaps euthanizing patients are now required to find doctors who are willing. But some believe that making   
a referral is morally no different than providing the treatment itself – they would still be guilty of aiding and 
abetting another in doing the deed. What people must realize though, is that the responsibility of providing 
access to legal medical services rests solely on the healthcare system, not on individual doctors. It is unacceptable 
to demand that physicians violate their conscience to make referrals, under threat of professional discipline.

Do we really want to remove conscience from the practice of healthcare? Would you want to be treated by a 
doctor who didn’t care if your treatment was doing you harm or who didn’t value the sanctity of human life? 
Would such a doctor serve your best interest? Should doctors be forced to choose between having good 
professional standing and violating their conscience? 

I have heard the argument that, “those who refuse to provide services because of a personal or religious        
objection should not be allowed to practise family medicine or specialize in obstetrics/gynecology or palliative 
care.” But surely, a country that celebrates diversity and sings proudly of being “strong and free” should have 
no difficulty accepting moral diversity amongst its physicians.

There are those who practise medicine for the privilege of caring for families and the joy of delivering babies, 
who have conscientious objections to performing abortions. And there are those who feel “called” to 
provide compassionate and dignified care to the weak and elderly, who may soon be compelled to perform 
mercy killings. They are now faced with hard decisions... quit practising medicine or be prepared to face the 
disciplinary actions that will inevitably come when they refuse to provide a service on moral or religious 
grounds. There may come a day when the only family doctors still in practice are those having no moral        
issues with killing a fetus or with cutting an infirmed patient’s life short.

An EFC affiliate organization, the Christian Medical Dental Society (CMDS), is working with a small group 
of doctors to ask the courts to declare that portions of the CPSO policy infringe upon doctors’ freedom of 
conscience, in violation of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. The EFC wants to support the CMDS and 
the doctors as they boldly challenge their professional association and fight for their right to practise medicine 
according to their conscience. We want to stand with them in court and affirm the principles of the sanctity  
of human life and freedom of religion and conscience.

Please consider making a gift today in support of the EFC. Christians have a duty to challenge any practice 
that does not respect the sanctity of human life. We must affirm the rights of the unborn, the weak, and the 
elderly, and seek to eliminate any actions that end life instead of nurturing it. Will you do your part to help 
promote and protect the freedoms of religion and conscience – freedoms that have shaped our great nation?

Sincerely yours,

Bruce Clemenger
President
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or call 1-866-302-3362 to donate today.
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