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Public Witness
can have on the public witness of
Evangelicals will supplement the
suppression of expression of belief
fostered by a new view of tolerance. A
view that teaches us to consider any
presumption that one belief is true and
another in error is offensive and uncivil.

A characteristic feature of
Evangelicalism is our commitment to
the importance of sharing our faith with
others. The redemption we have in the
resurrection of Jesus is good news to all.
Let us not be intimidated. The more
resistance, the deeper the need.

Public witness includes speaking the
truth in love in all areas of life. As the
national association of Evangelicals, the
EFC faithfully promotes the application
of biblical principles in Parliament for
laws conforming to these principles and
in the best interest of all – that is, for the
common good. Significant discussions of
right and wrong, of good and evil, take

place when Parliamentary committees
examine such legislation.

Public witness also involves churches
reaching out to their communities in
creative ways. Celebration 2005 is an
initiative of the Evangelical Fellowship
of Canada (EFC) to assist and facilitate
churches celebrating the love of Christ.
By encouraging churches and groups of
churches to coordinate their programs,
we can have a more profound impact on
our communities and our nation.

Public witness is strengthened when
ministries and churches are focused and
effective, and often our impact can be
enhanced when ministries gather to
consider what they can do together
better than they can do alone. The new
Youth Ministries roundtable is an
expression of this desire, and it joins
other roundtables of ministries who are
working together for greater impact in
ministry.

The state of our freedoms of religion
and conscience have been increasingly
in the news. Few dispute that pastors
and churches should be free in deciding
in whose marriages they will participate.
Yet the Supreme Court, while affirming
these freedoms, also acknowledged that
there will be a collision of rights and
that it could not anticipate the outcome
when religious freedom collides with
other rights. While the federal marriage
legislation refers to these liberties, it is
powerless to guarantee them. It is
outside of federal jurisdiction, and thus
far only one province has acted to
enshrine protection for clergy.

Meanwhile the cases of Bishop
Henry (human rights complaints filed
for a pastoral letter he wrote on
marriage and sexuality), Chris Kempling
(teacher disciplined for letters to the
editor he wrote about homosexuality)
and the Knights of Columbus (refused
to let their hall be used to celebrate a
lesbian wedding) raise serious concerns
about the breadth and depth of our
freedoms.

The freedom of religion is the first
freedom. It is the foundation of all other
expressive freedoms. When it is
proscribed, all other expressive
freedoms are threatened. Religious
freedom entails the pursuit of truth: the
enquiry into the nature of reality,
openness to transcendence, and the
affirmation of sovereignty and authority
beyond the temporal powers and
institutions. Though not boundless, it
must be given broad scope or the
pursuit of truth will be compromised.

The chilling effect that these cases

by Bruce Clemenger
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offices of WEA were moved from
Seattle, Washington to Markham,
Ontario. Bill Winger, the EFC’s 
director of administration has been
appointed Chief Financial Officer 
for WEA.

Also, Geoff Tunnicliffe, the EFC’s
director of Global Initiatives, has been

appointed the international coordinator
for the WEA, following the recent
resignation of Gary Edmonds as the
WEA general secretary. Tunnicliffe will
work closely with the executive
committee of the WEA during this time
of transition and will serve as director of

the World Issues Summit in May. Along
with the executive committee, he will
address such issues as donor relations,
communication with members and
affiliates, and the transition of the WEA
secretariat office.

In addition, to assist the WEA in a
time of transition, the EFC has agreed

to undertake the day to day
administrative management of the
World Evangelical Alliance. The WEA
is pleased that Bill Winger, EFC’s
director of administration and finance,
will be overseeing this aspect of the
work of the WEA.

Commenting on these recent
developments, Tunnicliffe says, “The
Lord has blessed the work of EFC,
which is seen as a model by many other
alliances within WEA. Along with this
blessing comes our responsibility to
serve others in our global family. As
Canadian Evangelicals we are simply
continuing our rich heritage in serving
the Body of Christ around the world.”

In addition to this increased
workload with the WEA, the Global
Initiatives division is beginning to roll
out its plans for the Micah Challenge.
This strategic partnership initiative is a
global campaign aimed at raising a
prophetic and powerful voice on behalf
of, and for the poor of the world. It
looks both inwardly to encourage
deepening Christian commitment to
economically poor communities, and
outwardly to urge leaders of rich and
poor nations to fulfill their public
promise of achieving the Millennium
Development Goals. To learn how you
can be involved, visit the Micah
Challenge website
www.micahchallenge.ca.
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World Evangelical Alliance Offices
Move to Markham

The Evangelical Fellowship of
Canada (EFC) is one of the largest
members of a global fellowship of 123
alliances and 104 international agencies,
who partner together as the World
Evangelical Alliance (WEA). In recent
months we have continued our service
to this international network by
providing capacity building assistance to
the National Evangelical Association of
Sri Lanka in wake of the devastating
tsunami. EFC staff member, Reg
Reimer, helped the alliance with
strategic planning, staff training and
project development.

In addition, the EFC’s involvement to
serve this global community has
increased significantly. The EFC has
assumed day to day administrative
management of the World Evangelical
Alliance. At the end of March, the

…Geoff Tunnicliffe [EFC]…has been appointed the interim
international coordinator for the WEA…  

Poverty and homelessness roundtable
A January 2005 meeting of the Poverty & Homelessness Roundtable

enabled its members to continue their work on two collaborative efforts.
One of the roundtable working groups is focussing on plans for the Street
Level Conference, scheduled for March 29th to April 1st, 2006. This
conference, themed “Truthtellers and Peacemakers,” will bring together
Christians engaged with the poor and homeless from across Canada; it
will provide equipping resources to those working on the front lines, as
well as “vision for who and how we want to be as we address the
overwhelming issues of homelessness, in small towns and large cities, all
across Canada” (see www.streetlevel.ca for more detail).

The second roundtable working group is developing vision for
advocacy with government and churches on behalf of those who are
economically disadvantaged. Their work will be a central element of the
“Truthtellers and Peacemakers” conference.

Collaborative Efforts 
to Facilitate Ministry
and Mission
by Aileen Van Ginkel

continued on page 4
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Ottawa Update
Marriage

The definition of marriage has been
at the top of the agenda in the Ottawa
office for the last several months. The
Supreme Court of Canada gave its
opinion in the marriage reference on
December 9, 2004. The federal
government introduced Bill C-38 to
redefine marriage as being “between
two persons” on February 1, 2005.

The Supreme Court of Canada said
that Parliament may redefine marriage
but did not rule that it must redefine
marriage. The court also said that the
Charter protects religious freedom for
clergy and sacred places, but that it is
up to provincial governments to pass
laws protecting religious freedom.
Under our constitution, the federal
government cannot pass a law to
protect religious freedom.

Bill C-38 not only redefines
marriage, it also says that it protects
religious freedom for clergy. Many MPs
are voting for the bill because they
believe it protects religious freedom.
But this is erroneous.

The bill is currently being debated in
the House of Commons. MPs are being
heavily lobbied by both sides, receiving
thousands of letters, emails and
petitions. It will go to second reading in
May. If it passes, it will be reviewed by a
special committee. The Justice Minister
has said there will be a final vote before
the end of June.

The EFC has been meeting with MPs
and speaking to the media on this issue.
We have delivered boxes of petitions to
MPs for them to be presented in the
House of Commons. We have given
resources to MPs for their speeches as
well as to the many pastors and

individuals who have been meeting
with their MPs.

The EFC has asked provincial
governments to pass laws to protect
religious freedom but most have said
no. Only the Ontario government has
made amendments to protect religious
freedom for clergy.

Child pornography
Child protection needs to be a very

high priority with our government.
Bill C-2, introduced on October 8, 2004,
was one of the first bills of this new
government. If it passes without
amendment, it will close some of the
loopholes in the current law. But during
the last session of Parliament, a similar
bill was watered down after a strong
lobby by arts groups who argued that
the law would stifle artistic expression.
The EFC made a submission to a
parliamentary committee in April to
argue that child protection must be the
priority.

The EFC also argued that the age of
consent for sexual intercourse should
be increased from 14. There have been
numerous cases of teenagers being
targeted by sexual predators and
parents and police are powerless to
intervene.

Prostitution
The EFC made a submission to a

Parliamentary sub-committee looking
at the issue of prostitution. While
prostitution itself is not a criminal act,
the act of communicating for the
purposes of prostitution is criminal. The
sub-committee is considering whether
this should be decriminalized. Some
politicians have even suggested the
creation of red light districts in
Canadian cities. The EFC argued that
prostitution exploits the vulnerable,
violates human dignity and is harmful
not only to its participants but also to
Canadian society as a whole. Our
written submissions are available at
www.evangelicalfellowship.ca.

Public witness globally can be strengthened by facilitating the work of the 123
national alliances that belong to the World Evangelical Alliance. This international
fellowship provides a global Evangelical voice on issues like religious freedom and
poverty, and bring national alliances together for mentoring, equipping and
resourcing. As one of the larger national fellowships, the EFC is assisting the global
fellowship in a time of transition as it repositions itself for ministry in a rapidly
changing international environment.

The EFC facilitates and participates in public witness in ways that are unique to its
calling as a national fellowship of denominations, ministry organizations and
churches. Please remember to pray that Christ alone will be glorified as together we
work for greater influence and impact.

Public Witness continued from page 1

by Janet Epp Buckingham

During Celebration 2005 Christians across Canada will be linked live from their communities, via
satellite to proclaim that “God is at work in Canada!”  The televised program will be broadcast
across Canada on CTS Sunday, June 12th from Peterborough, ON, at six p.m. EDT. Local
communities are invited to begin their “party” an hour ahead to celebrate accomplishments of the
weeks of evangelism leading up to this day. Along with prayer for Canada, a key feature on the
program will be a series of video clips highlighting the creative outreach events undertaken by
churches.  Brian Doerksen will lead worship, and host of Listen Up, Lorna Dueck, will emcee.  The
heart of this event is to recognize and encourage local pastors and churches in their faithful and
positive contributions to their communities.

Live Simulcast to Celebrate Jesus!
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I support the valuable work of the EFC! Here is my gift of $_________.

Name: ______________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________________________________________________

Church Where I Worship: __________________________________________________________

I will use my:    Visa    Mastercard    Amex    Enroute    

__________________________________  _______     ______________________________
Card Number Expiry Date      Signature

I have enclosed a cheque (payable to the EFC).

Send to: The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada, MIP Box 3745, Markham, ON  L3R 0Y4
All donations support EFC’s general fund.  

Tax receipts are issued for donations of $10 or more.

To make a secure online donation go to www.evangelicalfellowship.ca

Email:

CWDON

Church Leaders Connection Seminars, Saskatchewan:
Saskatoon, May 11, 2005.  Saskatoon Inn, 2002 Airport Drive, Saskatoon, SK S7L 6M4
Regina, May 12, 2005.  Regina Inn, 1975 Broad St., Regina, SK   S4P 1Y2

This workshop offers pastors and church leaders an opportunity to share ideas on partnering in
evangelistic outreach in their communities.  In addition, the EFC’s president, Bruce Clemenger, will
provide an update on political issues that impact our religious freedom and Evangelicalism in
Canada today.  

Youth ministry
collaboration

In January 2004, the EFC held a
well-received Youth Ministry Forum.
Out of that event came a smaller
consultation with youth ministry
leaders, held January 2005. Our goal
was to explore ways to network and
partner intentionally. Participants
affirmed the potential for collaboration
within various affinity groups:
congregationally-based ministries,
denominational ministries, educational
institutions, as well as large and
emerging ministry organizations. They
also identified specific projects that
could be undertaken on behalf of all of
the affinity groups, for example prayer
support, research, training and the
creation of a resourcing website.

Consultation participants also
established a steering committee with a
two-fold mandate: first, to plan another
Forum gathering in 2006, that will allow
opportunity for networking and peer
learning within and across the affinity
groups; and second, to develop a Youth
Ministry Roundtable that will operate
under the EFC’s auspices.

The Youth Ministry Roundtable will
join the other roundtables supported by
the EFC, including National
Evangelism Partnerships, the Global
Mission Roundtable, Christian Higher
Education Canada and the Poverty and
Homelessness Roundtable. By
providing communications and
administrative support to these
roundtables, the EFC encourages
greater ministry effectiveness and

collaborative impact among churches
and ministries across Canada.

Church and mission
dialogue 

The National Evangelism and Global
Mission roundtable meetings in early
February 2005 started with a one-day
conversation focussed on questions
related to the nature of the Church and
its missional role. The Micah Challenge
(Canada) team joined roundtable
members in this purpose.

Dialogue surfaced various
understandings about the relationship
between Church and Mission that
participants hold and also share with
Christians across the country. A major
area of consensus developed around the
idea of “integral mission,” i.e., that
proclamation and demonstration of the

Gospel go hand-in-hand. Several
participants pointed with appreciation
to a statement drafted by the Micah
Challenge team, which reads,

In integral mission our proclamation
has social consequences as we call
people to love and repentance in all areas
of life. And our social involvement has
evangelistic consequences as we bear
witness to the transforming grace of Jesus
Christ (see Micah Declaration on
Integral Mission, 2001, www.un.org/
millennium/declaration/ares552e.htm)

The EFC intends to convene similar
gatherings for other ministry sectors in
Canada with a view to pulling the
various strands of the conversation into
a combined discussion, likely sometime
in 2006.

For more detail on EFC Partnerships,
see www.evangelicalfellowship.ca; on
the Micah Challenge, see
www.micahchallenge.ca.

Collaborative efforts continued from page 2
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