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The House of Commons has voted
on legislation to redefine marriage
and it is expected to move quickly
through the Senate to become law.
The Evangelical Fellowship of
Canada remains steadfastly opposed
to the redefinition of marriage.

Marriage is the social, cultural and
religious context for the conjugal
relationship, which is exclusive to
male and female. The structure and
nature of marriage provides a stable
and caring environment for the
expression of the physical and

psychological bond between male
and female, it has the potential for
the natural begetting of children, and
the raising of children by a parent of
each sex in a committed relationship.
Where marriage is treated as merely
a close personal relationship, the
result is declining rates of marriage,
declining birth rates, more marital
instability and more fragmentation of
bonds between children and parents.

The Supreme Court did not say
that as a matter of rights, marriage

continued on page 2

WHAT NOW?
EFC’S statement on the final vote of Bill C-38
on marriage

Being Faithful by Bruce Clemenger

“So where do we go from here” is a
question I’ve heard a lot since the
passage of C-38, the bill to redefine
marriage, in the House of Commons on
June 28. On the day of the vote the
Evangelical Fellowship of Canada
released a statement in which I suggest
some courses of action (see sidebar).

More fundamentally, our basic
response is to be faithful servants of God
and witnesses of the Gospel. The
commands of God abide – we are to love
God and our neighbour as ourselves.
There are many ways we can do this.
Some of the ways the EFC expresses
faithfulness, as a national association, are
highlighted in these pages.

In Ottawa we will continue to advance
the application of biblical principles in
law and public policy by responding to
the increasing opportunities and requests
for information, analysis and
participation.

The EFC’s initiative Celebration 2005
encouraged an estimated 2000 churches
to reach out to their communities to tell
them that God loves them. The Micah
Challenge will help us reconsider our
responsibility to deepen our commitment
to address poverty in our world.

In these, and many other ways, we
seek to be faithful to our distinctive
calling and not be distracted or thwarted
from what God would have us do. May
we learn to challenge each other to be
faithful in our callings so that God alone
will be glorified.
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The Micah Challenge is a global Christian campaign that will raise a prophetic voice
for and with the poor. Through the EFC, Micah has come to Canada and is
providing Canadians with a toolkit of resources to transform their approach to the
poor, including interactive, inter-generational resources flexible enough to fit into
any church’s fall schedule.

Micah challenges Canadian Christians to deepen their personal biblical
commitment to transforming economically poor communities. It challenges the
leaders of rich and poor nations to fulfil their public promise to achieve the
Millenium Development Goals—the public pledges they made to significantly
reduce global poverty.

This fall, thousands of Canadians and their churches will participate in the Micah
Challenge, committing themselves to a time of learning about poverty—and then
working to alleviate it.

Micah is grounded in prayer as participants pledge to pray regularly for the success
of the campaign. By joining this network of like-minded Christians, Canadians have
access to educational tools and resources they can use in their churches and
communities for justice for the poor. Canadian Christians, along with others around
the globe are stopping to ask, “What does the Lord require of us?” The answer:
“…to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God" - Micah
6:8. To request a Micah toolkit of resources for you or your congregation please visit
www.micahchallenge.ca or call Monique at 905-565-6200 ext. 3398.

The Micah Challenge – 
Are you ready? by Geoff Tunnicliffe

must be redefined. Further, a change in
the public meaning of marriage will
threaten freedom of conscience and
religious freedom in areas of federal
and provincial responsibility.

We cannot, by reason of faith,
conscience, practice and teaching, accept
the new definition of marriage – for it is
not what we understand marriage to be.

However, the Evangelical Fellowship
of Canada will continue to promote
marriage as the exclusive and enduring
union of one man and one woman, and
we will continue to use the language of
husband and wife. Evangelical pastors
and congregations across Canada will
continue to celebrate marriage before
God as the union of one man and one
woman, and to provide premarital and
marital counselling.

We will continue to promote the
covenantal nature of marriage. We will
promote marriage as our real and
symbolic affirmation of, and
commitment to, the child’s right to know
and experience a mother and father,
grandmother and grandfather, aunts and
uncles in committed relationships.

We are deeply concerned that in
Canada, as has been the experience of
other countries, treating marriage as
simply a close personal relationship will
result in the decline in rates of marriage,
and more children will be raised without
both a mother and a father. Our
churches will continue to assist and care
for lone parent families and children
without parents. Our community will
continue to care for children who live in
poverty, often as a result of an absent
parent.

The EFC will work to ameliorate the
effects of this legislation, and those of
other policies and societal attitudes that
weaken our common and corporate
affirmation of, and support for, marriage
as the exclusive and enduring union of
one man and one woman.

We will also promote legislation and
policies that strengthen marriage. We
believe the divorce laws need to be
revisited. More broadly, we believe we
all must promote a culture that respects
and fosters fidelity rather than
sensationalizes infidelity.

And we will work towards the day
when Canada will reinstate man/woman
marriage as a distinct and legally
recognized relationship.

We will also continue to press for the
freedom to dissent from any new public
or legal definition of marriage and its
consequences, and work to ensure that
the provinces and territories enact
legislation to protect freedom of religion
and conscience in this regard. When
marriage is redefined, whether by courts
or by legislatures, those who understand
marriage to be the union of one man
and one woman lose the public
language to identify a unique, distinct
and valuable relationship.

The freedom to be faithful to our
religious beliefs and our convictions in
our professional lives, in our
communities, in our institutions and in
public discourse is already at risk, as
evidenced by several human rights
complaints and court cases that are
challenging these basic freedoms. The
amendments made to C-38, while
helpful, are not sufficient and cannot
address the consequences of this
legislation in areas of provincial
responsibility.

The federal government and the
courts have said that religious freedom
will be respected. We rely on these
promises and trust that they will be
honoured. In all, we will continue to be
faithful to our religious convictions and,
notwithstanding the passage of this bill
or the decisions of the courts, to
celebrate and promote marriage as the
exclusive union of one man and one
woman.

WHAT NOW? 
continued from page 1
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Inside Ottawa 
There is never a dull moment in

Ottawa—even as Parliament limps to a
close on the brink of summer. The
government nearly toppled twice and
the EFC had an election tool-kit ready
to go. But that will wait for another day.

Fighting for Marriage

Bill C-38, the bill that redefines
marriage “for civil purposes” as being
between “two persons,” passed the
House of Commons on June 28.

This bill is one of the most
contentious in recent history. MPs even
left the Liberal Party to sit as
independents in order to voice their
opposition to the bill. The opposition
from backbench Liberal MPs and
pressure from MPs from the
Conservative and the Bloc pressured
the government to consider
amendments that specifically protect
religious freedom for charities and

federal employees. The EFC worked
with MPs to recommend wording for
these amendments, three of which were
included in the final legislation.

The first amendment makes it clear
that our views on marriage are not
contrary to the “public interest.” The
second says that no-one will be denied a
benefit, or be subject to an obligation or
burden on the basis of their opposition
to same-sex marriage. The third
amendment is a specific protection for
charitable status for organizations
opposed to same-sex marriage.

While we do not accept the new
definition of marriage, the amendments
provide real protection for religious
freedom. One problem, however, is that
only provincial governments can protect
religious freedom related to the
solemnization of marriage.

The EFC took a leading role on Bill
C-38. We attended the committee
hearings and briefed witnesses. MPs

looked to the EFC to speak for
churches that would not accept the new
definition of marriage—they were not
disappointed.

Protecting Canada’s children
from pornography

Bill C-2, a comprehensive bill on
child exploitation, has been scrutinized
by the Justice Committee over the last
several months. This bill tightens some
aspects of child pornography legislation
but still leaves a loophole for “art.” The
bill creates a new criminal offence of
child sexual exploitation yet does not
raise the age of consent, currently 14
under the present Canadian law. Janet
Epp Buckingham appeared before the
committee on April 14, asking that the
bill be strengthened.

The committee adopted one of the
EFC’s recommendations, related to
minimum mandatory sentences for
child-related offences. The bill passed in
the Senate before the summer recess.

Defending religious 
freedom in B.C.

The British Columbia Court of
Appeal upheld Chris Kempling’s
suspension on June 13. Kempling is a
public school teacher in Quesnel, B.C.
who was disciplined by the British
Columbia College of Teachers.
Kempling made statements in the local
newspaper which the College deemed
discriminatory against gays and lesbians.
Kempling appealed his suspension on
the basis that the College of Teachers—
his professional association—did not
respect his Charter rights to freedom of
religion and expression. The lower court
ruled that the Charter did not apply in
this situation.

The EFC intervened in this case at
the Court of Appeal, together with the
Canadian Religious Freedom Coalition,
arguing that everyone is entitled to the
protection of the Charter. While the
court ruled against Kempling, they did
say that the Charter applies.

by Janet Epp Buckingham

God in your Neighbourhood
by David A. Macfarlane

The city of Winnipeg knows it is loved. In June 2005, over 15,000 cards
saying: “God loves you—this is a little expression of His love” were given out
by enthusiastic Christians as part of the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada’s
Celebration 2005 in that city. Participants appropriately called the outreach,
“Love Winnipeg.”

On the back of each card was a list of the 66 Winnipeg churches that
participated in this giant display of unity. The impact on both the city and the
congregations was tremendous. “We sold over 5000 t-shirts,” says organizer
Ruth Wall. “Many more than that rolled up their sleeves and served their
community in the name of Jesus.” The outreach ideas seemed as numerous as
the participants. One church mobilized over 1000 people to clean the graffiti
off the downtown, other groups held basketball tournaments with community
youth, there were father and son fishing derbies, and doughnuts and pop
delivered to night shift policemen. Other initiatives focused on children,
taking them to visit shut-ins or giving free toys and special treats to needy
children.

This is just the story of one of the many cities whose leadership saw the
value in praying and working together with others across Canada, as part of
Celebration 2005. Many hundreds of churches and tens of thousands of
believers participated in communities, both large and small, to proclaim
through their actions, “God is indeed at work in this neighbourhood!”
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Name: ______________________________________________________________________
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Church Where I Worship: __________________________________________________________

I will use my:    Visa    Mastercard    Amex    Enroute    
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• Your congregation clearly identifies
with other Christians, monitoring and
addressing religious freedom issues
in Canada and around the world.

• Your pastor and leadership team are
enriched by the provision of valuable
resources brought to you by the
EFC, including discounts on EFC-
sponsored events and resources.

• Your congregation will have first
priority to utilize the EFC’s senior
staff and president as speakers.

Affiliation is a two way street. When
you affiliate, the EFC is also
strengthened. How does affiliation
build the EFC ministry? 
• It broadens the prayer support base

for the EFC ministry and team.
• There is strength in numbers. More

affiliates means a stronger Christian
voice in the public square and
beyond.

• It assists with the development of
resources for affiliates and
supporters.

• The EFC becomes a truly
representative gathering place for
Christians, fostering understanding
among different traditions and
ministry approaches while being an
effective presence in the daily life of
Canada.
To find out more about the benefits

of the EFC’s affiliation program,
contact Linda Milke at milkel@efc-
canada.com or call 905-479-5885 ext 230
or toll free 1-866-302-3362(ext 235) or
go to www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/
affiliate/index.asp to learn more.

... If you are a member of a
congregation that is not yet an
affiliate, perhaps you could take this
article to your pastor for his/her
consideration.

Look up the word affiliation in a
thesaurus and you will discover
“relationship, connection, attachment,
and link.” Words like friendship,
involvement and connection also
emerge. There is a good reason why the
EFC chose the word affiliation to
describe a mutual commitment between
congregations and the EFC.

“The challenge for churches and
church leaders has never been greater,”
wrote a pastor recently. “How do we
fulfil our mandate to be salt and light in
a society where the public expression of
faith collides with the complexities of a
changing socio-political environment?”
This pastor went on to say that his
congregation’s affiliation with the EFC
was an essential part of the answer to
that question.

That pastor, along with leaders of
hundreds of other local congregations,
denominations, ministry organizations,
and higher education institutions across
Canada has discovered the value of
affiliation with the EFC.

But what does congregational
affiliation really mean for the pastor
and congregation?
• Your congregation’s voice is joined

with thousands of Canada’s
Evangelicals as the EFC interacts
with lawmakers and intervenes
before the courts, providing
thoughtful analysis and insight on
your behalf.

Affiliating with the EFC by Linda Milke

EFC affiliate: Millwood Pentecostal Assembly, Edmonton
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