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Presidents Day Includes Visit With Prime Minister

T he EFC held our annual Presidents Day on Oct. 24. It is a wonderful gathering of the  
 presidents of all of our affi liate denominations, ministry organizations and select           
invited guests. The day refl ects the breadth of what the EFC does and the connections we     
nurture – including a meaningful working meeting with Prime Minister Stephen Harper.  

The EFC invited all three federal parties to bring greetings. Presidents Day began with the Hon. 
Jason Kenney bringing greetings from Prime Minister Harper and the Government of Canada. 
Minister Kenney reminded us of the important role people of Christian faith have played in    
the building of Canada and the importance of religious freedom. Minister Kenny awarded the 
EFC’s Don Hutchinson with the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal for his work on the cause of 
religious freedom. 

Liberal MP Frank Valeriote read a letter from Justin Trudeau congratulating the EFC on our   
work on the protection of children, our promotion of adoption and fostering, and for 
developing national initiatives promoting the well-being of young Canadians. Valeriote 
also commented on the invaluable contribution to the life and health of Canada made by 
Evangelicals. He challenged us to continue in our work of protecting the vulnerable, be 
champions for the elderly in Canada, and specifi cally address the issue of elder abuse. 

The day – and the messages from political leaders – showed the impact we are having in the 
life of our nation. The EFC’s track record was affi rmed. We – the staff normally advocating for 
the government to take action – were encouraged to do more. 

An EFC delegation of ten met with Prime Minister Harper to discuss issues on which the EFC    
is active, several of which were mentioned as priorities in the speech from the throne. We had
an open and frank conversation, discussing issues ranging from euthanasia, prostitution, the 
government’s relationship with First Nations Canadians, the environment and adoption. The 
Prime Minister listened carefully and offered encouraging comments, inviting us to stay well 
past the original meeting time. 

We asked the Prime Minister what advice he had for the EFC. He encouraged us to continue    
to carry our faith in practical ways into the public square. He noted the EFC can accomplish 
things that cannot be changed by government. He encouraged us to promote our issues 
within a positive framework, with tolerance toward others. Prime Minister Harper noted that 
some issues may only be addressed with a shift in culture. Last, he encouraged us to keep
praying. Then, we prayed for him as a husband, a father and our country’s leader. 

Presidents Day included a briefi ng on trends related to religious freedom in Canada with a 
particular focus on a series of court decisions that are defi ning our freedoms. These are
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Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper’s Advice

to the EFC:

• Continue to carry our faith
  into the public square

• Frame our work in a
  positive manner

• Continue to be tolerant 
 towards others

• Recognize some issues 
 require a cultural shift

• Keep praying.

Box 5885 West Beaver Creek Post Offi ce, Richmond Hill, ON L4B 0B8  
Tel: 905.479.5885  •  Toll Free: 1.866.302.3362  •  Fax: 905.479.4742
Email: efc@theEFC.ca  •  www.theEFC.ca

The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada is the national association 
of Evangelicals, gathered together for infl uence, impact and 
identity in ministry and public witness. Since 1964 the EFC has  
provided a national forum for Evangelicals and a constructive 
voice for biblical principles in life and society.

Activate CFPL is the EFC’s law and public 
policy blog – Visit www.theEFC.ca/activateCFPL

Join the conversation and 
like us on Facebook. 
www.facebook.com/theEFC

Strategy and other potential means of address-
ing poverty and homelessness in Canada.

◆ At the Supreme Court of Canada, the EFC is 
engaged with three cases in various stages. 

1) The Court issued its decision in the Rasouli v. 
Cuthbertson case on Oct. 18, affi rming the EFC’s 
position that a patient’s religious beliefs must be 
considered in making decisions about changing 
or removing medical treatment. 

2) The British Columbia Court of Appeal issued 
its decision in Carter v. Canada, upholding the 
law prohibiting assisted suicide and affi rming 
the EFC’s position on the dignity of all human 
life. Application has been made for the Supreme 
Court to hear this case.

3) The Quebec Court of Appeal decided the 
government could require a Catholic school 
to teach an ethics course from a non-religious 
perspective. The Supreme Court has agreed to 
hear the appeal in Loyola High School v. Quebec. 
The EFC is seeking intervener status to present 
arguments supporting religious freedom.
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JOIN THE CONVERSATION AND LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

  he Faith Today team is creating a pro-
  vocative and thoughtful package of 
articles, interviews and news for the Jan/Feb issue. 

Canada Watch readers are the fi rst to know that our 
next cover story is a moving consideration of the 
power of weakness, written by one of Canada’s most 
iconic evangelical leaders, J.I. Packer. 

The Jan/Feb Faith Today will also include an interview with a minister’s wife who has 
become a leading activist on reforming Canada’s approach to prostitution. Plus a look 
at three Canadian ministries focusing on women overseas – and a whole lot more!

■ Check out www.Facebook.com/FaithToday to continue the conversation from  
 stories, news and additional content including video clips of our editors discussing  
 the magazine.

■ Remember this month’s promotion of buy one subscription, get one free just 
 in time for Christmas gifts. Call 1-866-302-3362.

“We have to reach a place of loving unconditionally. The average number of 
times it takes a woman to get out [of prostitution] is seven attempts. If we 
meet her at attempt one, there will be lots of time for love and grace. At the 
forums we do, just about every time our women share their stories, there are 
three or four women coming and saying: ‘This [being prostituted] was part 
of my journey and I never told anyone.’ It’s a little naïve of us to think there 
aren’t women in our church who have had this as part of their journey.”

 – Glendyne Gerrard in an upcoming interview with Faith Today (Jan/Feb)

 i, my name is Erin Gordon. I work in the fi nance 
 department, affi liations and donor services. 
I am also the executive assistant to Brian Stiller, global 
ambassador with the World Evangelical Alliance. I really 
enjoy working at the EFC in these various capacities. 
I love working with our churches, denomina-
ations, educational institutions and ministry 
organizations through affi liation. I enjoy processing the accounts payable, 
along with opening the mail and updating our database. I enjoy my work with 
the global ambassador, as I have the opportunity to correspond with many 
wonderful donors, dialogue with many people worldwide through Brian’s 
extensive travel, and maintain a website for dispatches from those places. I 
feel very blessed to work for the EFC and with such a great team.
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◆ EFC President Bruce J. Clemenger and 
Vice-President Don Hutchinson attended the 
Speech from the Throne on Oct. 16. Several key 
issues on the EFC’s agenda were mentioned 
in the speech including: protection of children, 
adoption, care for the vulnerable (including 
the elderly), homelessness, prostitution laws, 
and religious freedom. A follow-up meeting 
on these and other issues was held with eight 
denominational leaders and Prime Minister 
Harper on Oct. 24.

◆ In preparation for the pending decision of 
the Supreme Court of Canada in the Bedford 
prostitution law challenge (the EFC presented 
written and oral arguments at the hearing in 
June), the EFC continues to co-host forums 
across Canada with Defend Dignity. The EFC  
 hosted two Parliament  
 Hill showings of the 
 National Film Board docu- 
 mentary Buying Sex. We 
 plan to issue a report on 
 a revised Canadian model  
 of prostitution law in late 
 November or early 
 December.

 ◆ EFC VP Don Hutchinson
 and Policy Analyst Julia  
 Beazley met with Minister  
 of State (Social Develop 
 ment) Candice Bergen on 
 Oct. 9 to discuss the  
 Homelessness Partnering
   

Jan/Feb 
IssueT
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  What does it mean for the EFC when a decision from the 
  Supreme Court goes in “our favour?”
When the EFC intervenes in a case, it does so to assist the court in making its decision   
by informing the court in an area of law or policy where we have demonstrated 
expertise. While we might favour one side of a case or the other, we aren’t actually 
intervening to help one party win. In that context, it is easier to see that a Supreme 
Court of Canada decision that goes in “our favour” is one which accepts and advances 
the principles presented in our intervention.

  Can the EFC and its supporters ever relax completely about  
  an important issue?
We can relax, but usually not for long! Living in a democracy means that issues are 
always open for discussion and debate – even if someone declares the debate to be 
over. For example, twenty years ago the Supreme Court of Canada upheld Canada’s    
laws prohibiting assisted suicide. Twelve years ago, the court upheld the prohibition on 
euthanasia. Three times in the last decade Parliament has debated the issue, defeating 
proposals to legalize euthanasia and assisted suicide. The EFC intervened in both cases 
and all three times before Parliament. In October, we had good news from the B.C. 
Court of Appeal where we intervened in the Carter case. The court upheld the 
prohibition of assisted suicide and accepted our arguments on the dignity of all human 
life. Now, we’re battling legislation in Quebec that seeks to legalize medical euthanasia.

  In 2014, what will be the two most pressing issues the EFC 
  will be engaged with?
   There are many issues on the EFC’s agenda. One press-
   ing point of engagement is our effort to change Canada’s
   prostitution laws to a model that targets the buyers of
   sex and those who recruit or force others into prostitu-
   tion, while offering those trapped in prostitution a way 
   out. Another is a proposed intervention in the Loyola
   High School case at the Supreme Court of Canada. That 
   is a signifi cant case dealing with government intrusion   
   into religious freedom by ordering a Catholic school to   
   teach an ethics course from a non-Catholic perspective.

– Continued from page 1

cases in which the EFC intervened. We are 
infl uencing the court’s approach to the issue 
each time we are involved. Ambassador 
Andrew Bennett from the federal govern-
ment’s newly established Offi ce of Religious 
Freedom also spoke to our gathering. 

The EFC has been working with affi liates 
and our roundtables to undertake strategic 
research to better understand church and 
faith trends in Canada in order to hone the 
effectiveness of churches and ministries in 
Canada. We heard research on the state of 
theological education in Quebec and initial 
results of a ground-breaking study on 
understanding the use of the Bible by 
Canadians. You will be hearing more from 
us about this exciting study. 

A meditation on Mark 9:36-37 framed an 
update on the EFC’s campaign to promote 
adoption and fostering and to see the 
Church mobilized to respond to the 
thousands of Canadian children in need of 
homes. Among the tools we are using is the 
website www.adoptionsunday.com. This is 
part of a broader strategy to promote the 
well-being of children in Canada. 

Our gathering also heard the stories of two 
formerly prostituted women who are work-
ing in Christian ministries helping women 
leave the streets. The goal shared by these 
ministries and the EFC is the abolition of 
prostitution through tough laws against 
the purchase of sex along with programs to   
help prostituted women and youth, most of 
whom feel trapped, to fi nd safe places to 
recover and help to build a new life. 

It was a full day. It was a good day of 
learning, refl ecting  
and strategizing 
about practical 
ways in which the
evangelical com-
munity in Canada 
can be more 
effective witnesses
of the gospel in 
Canada. 

We asked Don Hutchinson, our vice-president and general legal counsel, to shed some light.

Q

Q

Q

PHOTO: Prime Minister Stephen Harper and the EFC denomination leaders.

It occurred to us that 
sometimes an EFC donor
may wonder why they receive more than one correspondence on a certain    
issue – or why EFC engagement on some issues may seem to last for years.  
And what does it mean to “win” or “lose” an important case?

Spotlight on...
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