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arguments about the consequences of 
decriminalizing prostitution. The EFC stated 
that it is Parliament’s jurisdiction to enact 
criminal laws, including in regard to 
prostitution. Read the EFC’s written factum 
at www.theEFC.ca/bedford.

◆  RELIGIOUS FREEDOM – On 
April 24, Parliament unanimously supported 
MP Bev Shipley’s (Lambton–Kent–
Middlesex) private member’s Motion 382 
to encourage the government, as part of 
its foreign policy, to continue to speak out 
against persecution and all acts of violence 
toward religious groups. The motion also 
encourages the Canadian government to 
“support the opposition to laws that use 
‘defamation of religion’ and ‘blasphemy’ 
both within states and internationally to 
persecute members of religious minorities.”
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Parliament Stops. The EFC Keeps Going

P arliament breaks from late June until mid-September, offering the EFC an opportunity  
 to catch its breath – just for a moment – and strategize for the months ahead. 

In Ottawa, while there are fewer meetings to attend as parliamentarians head home, there
are issues we deal with that require constant engagement. We need to prepare for 
upcoming opportunities to bring an evangelical voice and biblical wisdom to critical issues. 

While we were fi nalizing this Canada Watch, for example, we learned that an important case 
about education and religion will be heard by the Supreme Court. We plan to intervene. The 
work to prepare our arguments begins now. 

The Quebec government recently announced a bill that would legalize euthanasia – allowing
a doctor to give a patient a lethal injection. Quebec is arguing euthanasia is a form of 
medical care and hence a provincial responsibility. It could then bypass the Criminal Code of 
Canada that upholds the sixth commandment that we should not kill. The EFC is monitoring 
this development.

One of the energizing aspects of the EFC’s work is our successful and exciting internship 
program that operates during the university year and continues through the summer months. 
With no classes in the summer months, the interns are with us daily. With nearly two dozen 
public policy issues on our agenda, research and writing are constant. Supervised by 
appropriate team leaders from the staff, student interns and researchers work on projects 
designed to inform both the Church and Canada’s decision makers with brief but thorough 
reports. Sometimes we discover other great skills in our interns and have used their gifts to 
produce videos and presentations in various media.

Over the years, the opportunity to contribute directly to the EFC’s work and benefi t from a 
mentoring opportunity has drawn students from Canada’s Christian and secular colleges, 
universities and law schools. This summer the EFC is fortunate to have one paid researcher 
and three student interns. Three are working for our Centre for Faith and Public Life (CFPL), 
the other is working for the EFC’s director of research Rick Hiemstra doing advanced 
statistical analysis – helping to produce and fi ne-tune the excellent research for which the 
EFC is becoming known.

This summer Julia Beazley, policy analyst for poverty and homelessness and team leader on 
the prostitution and human traffi cking fi les, is supervising a student project. Other projects 
are being directed by EFC legal counsel Faye Sonier (also team leader on sanctity of life

• CONTINUE TO GIVE AND PRAY. 
The EFC depends on your partner-
ship all year round, not just when 
Parliament is in session. Thank you 
for your faithful support.

• ENGAGE in strategic reading. 
Many of us have extra time on our 
hands during the summer. Check 
out www.theEFC.ca/socialissues and 
click the “Issues” bar to read up on 
prostitution, euthanasia, poverty, 
freedom of religion and other issues.

• VISIT our blog www.theEFC.ca/
activateCFPL and search it by topic 
(there’s also a button to subscribe).
By its nature, a blog is a quick (and 
in our case) informative read. Decide 
to read a blog a week and you’ll 
be amazed at how much you will 
learn about the most pressing issues 
facing Canada today – and how 
Evangelicals can make a difference. 

How YOU 
can be 
involved

 “Like” us 
 on Facebook and receive
 instant connection to 
breaking news and resources to help 
Evangelicals impact Canada.

Visit www.theEFC.ca/calendar to
fi nd out about events across 
Canada that might interest you 
and your church. 

You can post your own event 
online for free.

Message from the President, 
Bruce J. Clemenger

  ike every Canadian I have ever met,

  I love the summer. And this one has   

 been a long time coming. It’s always been 

my experience at the EFC that things never seem to slow down 

in the summer, though there is usually less travel and fewer 

meetings. It is a time to wrap up some projects, begin new ones

and stay active on those issues that know no holidays. We have 

crucial issues we are interacting with that have the potential of 

profoundly affecting our country and communities. Legalizing 

euthanasia threatens the vulnerable and fundamentally alters the 

role of doctors and nurses. The decriminalization of prostitution 

and the presence of brothels will victimize and harm many. As 

you relax a little bit this summer, I’d ask you to pray specifi cally 

and strategically for these issues, including prostitution, 

euthanasia, religious freedom and protection of the vulnerable. 

Then, let’s regroup and reenergize for a fall 2013 that is shaping 

up to be very interesting indeed.

L
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fi les) and Anita Levesque, co-ordinator 
of public policy initiatives. Anita is also 
co-ordinating international religious 
freedom work and the 2013 International 
Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church 
(coming Sunday, Nov. 3, details at www.
idop.ca). EFC vice-president Don Hutchinson 
(also director of the CFPL) is also involved  
in oversight of summer projects. 

CFPL staff will also continue to blog at
ActivateCFPL, interact with the media 
through opinion editorials and interviews 
and meet with key stakeholders on public 
policy and legal issues.  What are your priorities as director of 

 development and communications?
Our team has a few priorities. We focus on nurturing 
and developing the EFC’s relationships with our donors. We want each and every 
Canadian who supports the EFC to know that we care about them and that we highly 
value their partnership. We receive phone calls often from donors asking us to pray.
And we pray for them. We appreciate knowing they do the same. 

Communication encompasses a lot. It includes Faith Today, a magazine that criss-
crosses our country linking Christians with stories of ministry and personal challenge.
At Faith Today we are always asking: “What can we do better?” The answer is 
increasingly creative and interactive, going beyond the printed page. Communication 
includes Facebook, Twitter, our website and each and every letter or communique 
that comes from the EFC offi ce. We have a wonderful story to share, and we want to 
be informative and motivating each and every time. 

 What can a donor know for a fact when they donate to 
 the EFC?
I pray our donors know they are directly impacting the Canada they will leave for
their children and grandchildren. When they donate to the EFC or pray for the EFC, 
they are helping fuel the EFC’s impact on the social issues that directly connect with
the gospel and how it is lived out today in Canada. There is no other organization 
that does what the EFC does – and so effectively – in Canada. Our donors are very 
effective, very strategic and very prayerful Canadians who know they are making a
difference in our country. 

 Communications and development seem like a big 
 umbrella – what do they have in common?
What they have in common is connection. First of all we want to connect people with 
what’s happening in our country today and how that affects how Christians will 
live out their faith tomorrow. Each issue the EFC actively covers has the potential to 
directly impact our families and our churches. The conversations we have with 
law-makers, church leaders and culture shapers are not only about the theoretical 
merit of one public policy viewpoint versus another. The social issues we bring to
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light aren’t only for academics and politicians to discuss. They affect everybody.
When people engage with the issues, they want to connect with other like-minded 
Christians who have produced positive change. When people look around to see 
who’s making a difference, they see the EFC. So, the two really are deeply connected. 

 You have a bird’s-eye-view of the EFC – what can donors 
 expect to hear from the EFC in the next six months?
Donors will hear more about the top issues the EFC is interacting with. Right now, 
those issues are lining up as prostitution law reform, parental rights in education 
and sanctity of life issues. Underlying all of those is a concern for our religious 
freedom and a care for the most vulnerable in our society. That feels very biblical to 
me. Our friends will hear about more EFC-generated research projects, similar to 
Hemorrhaging Faith, which is still stirring up great conversations across Canada. 
I’m privy to the editorial discussions that go on with Faith Today. I know we have 
an exciting and challenging line-up of stories coming to subscribers. It will be an 
exciting 2013/2014. 

Harness the Power of 
Social Media for Your 
Ministry

 ulia Beazley is a policy analyst with the EFC.
 She works in the EFC’s Centre for Faith and
  Public Life in Ottawa.

“I work as a policy analyst which is kind of a fancy way 
of saying that I get to research, write and speak on
issues that relate to poverty and homelessness, 
prostitution and human traffi cking. I have 
actually been with the EFC since 1999, and have seen my roles and responsi-
bilities transition over the years into what they are today. I think what I 
enjoy most are the opportunities I have to partner and build relationship 
with other organizations, engage with parliamentarians on issues I’m 
passionate about, and any time I am able to share that passion in churches 
and other forums.”

J

Meet Your 
EFC Team

PROFILE:
JULIA BEAZLEY

JULIA BEAZLEY

◆  PROSTITUTION – In June, the EFC 
appeared before the Supreme Court of 
Canada in Attorney General of Canada v.  
Bedford et. al. This case is a challenge to 
Canada’s laws prohibiting acts surrounding 
prostitution, living on the avails (proceeds) 
of prostitution, keeping a common bawdy 
house (brothel), and communicating for the 
purposes of prostitution. The EFC’s written 
and oral arguments focused on human 
dignity as a key underlying Charter value 
that has been recognized by the Supreme 
Court and the sale, rent or purchase of 
human beings as contrary to that value. 
We emphasized the intrinsic link between 
prostitution and human traffi cking and that  
 the decriminalization  
 of prostitution has led to 
 increases in human 
 traffi cking without lessen-
 ing the abuse of those
 who are prostituted.  
 Lawyers seeking to   
 decriminalize prostitution
 tried to have some of our 
 arguments removed from 
 the record (they were  
 unsuccessful) and in oral 
 arguments mentioned the
 EFC several times as they
 sought to counter our

                                       (Continued on back)

Thirty is the New Great!

Call 1.866.302.3362 to subscribe

Spotlight on 
Development and 
Communications

Strategic Communication

         ichael Parenteau is vice-president of development and communica-
 tions with the EFC. His department covers fundraising, affi liate and 
donor relations, publications, marketing and communications. It is vast and 
varied. Michael shares his department’s priorities, plans and projects.

M

 he July/Aug issue of Faith Today spotlights best practices for social media use
  by Canadian ministries. Our cover story highlights important facts like the 
hidden costs – and great, potential rewards – of social media and the surprising 
principle that the youngest person on your staff may not actually be the best person 
to be tweeting or posting. Faith Today also interviews social media guru and writer 
Leonard Sweet, fi nds out what Canadians are reading on the dock, and welcomes a 
new associate editor on board. Check it out – and pass it to your friends – at 
www.faithtoday/digital.
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BRINGING EVANGELICALS TOGETHER FOR GREATER INFLUENCE, IMPACT AND IDENTITY
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 Faith Today turns 30 
 this year, and we think 
 it’s never been better.
 To celebrate, subscribe
to Faith Today before July 31 for just 
$19.99 ($10 off the usual cost). In 
the months ahead you will read:

• What Canadians need to know 
 about the explosive growth in 
 the Church of the Global South.

• A gripping and challenging 
 interview about the Church and 
 same-sex blessings.

• A street-level view of ministry
 in some of Canada’s most 
 challenging places.

• What author, activist (and 
 Canadian) Ron Sider has to say to
  the Canadian evangelical Church.

• Story after story – from coast to 
 coast – that reveal the heart, 
 struggles and impact of Canadian 
 Christians as they serve Jesus 
 right where they are.
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