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The EFC Applauds Government Direction 
with Prostitution Bill

B          ill C-36, the Protection of Communities and Exploited Persons Act, the proposed new
          law on prostitution introduced by the Government in mid-June, targets the johns and 
pimps – those who purchase and profi t from prostitution. The Government is also 
committing to provide funding to build more off-ramps for the victims of prostitution who 
wish to build a new life.

The Government’s approach clearly shows it heard the position of The Evangelical 
Fellowship of Canada (EFC) and those we worked with to support a bill like this: a legal 
recognition that the overwhelming majority of women and youth caught in the oppressive 
snare of prostitution are indeed victims. 

The law’s emphasis is on punishment for those who prey (pimps) and pay (johns). The 
funding the Government is promising will provide stronger possibilities for a new life for 
those who want out.

Let’s remember, for a moment, exactly what and who we are talking about when we talk 
about prostitution in Canada:

 • Most prostitutes are women and teenagers who entered prostitution when they 
  were, on average, 13.5 years old.

 • 85% reported a history of sexual abuse in childhood.

 • 70% reported a history of incest.

 • 15% of Canadian men have purchased sex.

(all statistics from “Prostitution Facts for Canada,” www.defenddignity.ca)

Now, let’s take a look at highlights from Bill C-36:

 • Purchasing sexual services will be illegal. Target: customers. Protects: prostituted 
  women and youth

 • Benefi tting fi nancially or materially from someone else selling sex will be illegal. 
  Target: pimps and brothel owners. Protects: prostituted women and youth

 • Advertising the sexual services of another person will be illegal. Target: pimps and 
  brothel owners. Protects: prostituted women and youth

(Continued on next page)

•  Contact your MP to commend 
 the bill and express your desire 
 that your MP supports it.

• Write letters to the editor of 
 your local and national papers,  
 expressing your support of the 
 bill and how it protects
 women.

•  To stay up to date on the 
 latest developments, visit www. 
 theEFC.ca/prostitutionlawreform

• Request the special supple-
 ment that Faith Today produced  
 on prostitution by email to: 
 efc@theEFC.ca

• Continue to prayerfully and  
 fi nancially support the work 
 of the EFC as we continue to 
 monitor and interact on this
 issue – and all the other social 
 issues that Evangelicals care 
 about so deeply in Canada.
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• Selling sexual services where a child  
 could reasonably be expected to be 
 present will be illegal. Targets: sellers and  
 child-exploiters. Protects: community 
 and children.

• Penalty for pimping and purchasing sex  
 from a child will both be raised. Targets:  
 customers and pimps. Protects: children  
 and prostituted women.

• Increased funding – $20 million – from  
 the government to support grassroots  
 groups helping those who want to leave  
 prostitution. Targets: prostitution. 
 Protects: prostituted women and youth. 

The EFC’s emphasis, during the years we 
have been working on this issue, is that 
vulnerable and at-risk people are protected 
and that all forms of sexual exploitation 
in Canada would be eliminated. We are 
gratifi ed that our voice has been heard. 

As EFC supporters, you will remember that 
the EFC intervened before the Supreme 
Court of Canada last June when the Bedford 
case (that challenged and subsequently 
brought down Canada’s existing prostitu-
tion laws) was heard, to argue for laws 
built on compassion and protection for the 
people exploited by prostitution.

The Bill’s preamble spotlights its goals: 

• Protect human dignity and the equality 
 of all Canadians by discouraging prostitu- 
 tion, which has a disproportionate impact  
 on women and children;

• Denounce and prohibit the purchase  
 of sexual services because it creates a  
 demand for prostitution; 

• Encourage those who engage in prostitu- 
 tion to report incidents of violence and to  
 leave prostitution.

The EFC and our partners are working to 
protect women and children in Canada. We 
have spoken clearly, again and again, to the 
Canadian government at all levels during 
their crafting of this bill. We were heard. You 
were heard. Thank you for joining with us 
in this life-saving, nation-changing process. 
Now, we carry on.

 What has the Global Mission Roundtable been up 
 to recently?
We’ve been building affi nity-based peer groups. We’ve been connecting church 
missions leaders together and agency leaders to each other, to encourage new 
initiatives and empower leaders by linking them with established groups and 
resources that can help them be more effective in their efforts.   

We’ve also been developing a partnership around Canadian missions research. 
In many countries (including Canada!) there are large gaps in our knowledge and 
understanding of the nature of the Great Commission challenge before us. I’m 
thinking in terms of reaching out cross-culturally in Canada, or whether the 
Canadian church is doing our part in loving our neighbours globally. There is a 
critical need for missions research.  

 What are you observing in your role with the Global 
 Mission Roundtable?
I’ve been meeting with mission leaders from around the world, most recently the 
WEA Mission Commission, which has a global consultation every few years 
representing national missions movements and networks in over 85 countries. 

There are great opportunities for and mutual interest in partnering with the non-
Western church in mission – it may just look and feel different. Are we willing to 
join what God is doing if we don’t get to call the shots?

The return on investment for the Canadian Church over the last 150 years of 
missions has been immense. We fail to fully appreciate this – that through the         
costly, sacrifi cial efforts of Canadian churches sending Canadian missionaries who
gave themselves to pioneering gospel witness in places where it was not known    
and felt, we have a living legacy. We are living in amazing times in the history of

EFC donors enable the culture-shaping
work we do in Canada – but may not 
be so aware of our global role. Matthew 
Gibbins is the executive director of the 
Global Mission Roundtable, which exists to “the glory of God and 
for the extension of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ,” the Global Mission 
Roundtable and “seeks to maximize the effectiveness of the 
Canadian evangelical community in global mission.”

Q:

Q:

Global Mission 
Roundtable

EFC SPOTLIGHT

Interview with Matthew Gibbins 
EFC Global Mission Roundtable
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God’s redemptive work in the world – breakthroughs that would have been almost 
unimaginable not only a generation ago, but even a few years ago (e.g. new 
missions movements in the global South, historic shifts within the Islamic world). 
But the personal costs will be great if we are to be part of a new generation willing 
to take the gospel to the diffi cult places where few have experienced or even know 
of Jesus Christ because the church does not yet exist there.

            erhaps not, if you are an average 
            Canadian. The Canadian Bible Engage-
ment Study is a ground breaking study of 
4,474 Canadians and sponsored by the EFC 
and the Canadian Bible Forum with funding
participation from Stronger Together Grants.

• 14% OF CANADIANS read the Bible 
 at least once a month in 2013 (down 
 from 28% in 1996).

• 64% OF CANADIANS think the 
 scriptures of all major world religions teach essentially the same things.

• 69% OF CANADIANS think the Bible has irreconcilable contradictions.

• ONLY 18% OF CANADIANS strongly agree that the Bible is the Word of God.

• CANADIANS WHO STRONGLY AGREE THE BIBLE IS THE WORD 
 OF GOD are six times more likely to attend religious services weekly than those  
 who only moderately agree.

Visit www.theEFC.ca/BibleEngagementStudy to read the full report; watch a 
two-minute video “Are Canadians Done With the Bible?”; access an executive 
summary and fi nd resources to help your church improve its Bible engagement. At 
the EFC, research means relevant to you, donors and supporters of the EFC.

Did you read your 
BIBLE TODAY?

P
14% of 

Canadians read 
the Bible at 
least once a 

month in 2013. 

◆ The EFC has long worked for improved 
palliative care resources and availability in 
Canada. A private member’s motion 
supported by the EFC in the House of 
Commons aimed at improving palliative 
care in Canada recently passed. M-456, 
Establishing a Pan-Canadian Palliative 
Care and End-of-life Strategy, passed on 
May 28th by a vote of 264 to 1. Palliative 
care is the compassionate response to 
those in need as the natural progression of 
life leads to death. We must not abandon 
those in need, and we must not deliberately 
bring about their death, even for seemingly 
compassionate reasons.

◆ The EFC has applied for intervener status 
before the Supreme Court of Canada in a 
case challenging Canada’s laws prohibiting 
 euthanasia and assisted suicide.  
 The EFC intervened in this same  
 base before the BC Court of 
 Appeal, which upheld the con-
 stitutionality of the current laws. 
 Details at www.theEFC.ca/carter.

  ◆ The EFC has applied for  
 intervener status before the  
 Supreme Court of Canada in a
 religious freedom case to be  
 heard this October. The case  
 examines if it is permissible to  
 pray prior to government func-
 tions like town council meetings. 
 The question before the court

Message from the President, Bruce J. Clemenger

  hen the Canadian government introduced their proposed prostitution
  laws, which they are calling a “made-in-Canada model,” we were 
 encouraged. The government has moved a considerable way down the path   
 that we, along with our partners, have pointed for some time. We didn’t get 
 everything we hoped for, but it is clear that the government heard our message  
 that prostituted women and youth are more often than not victims of abuse, 
coercion or desperation, and that new laws should target those who buy sex. This is a moment 
to refl ect on the impact we can have on our nation when we work together to protect those who
are vulnerable. That is what we do with your help. Thank you for standing with us again and again. 
The EFC does not rest in the summer. Please check in with us regularly to fi nd out the latest.

W
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is whether state neutrality means any 
religious observance is unconstitutional.

◆ EFC President Bruce J. Clemenger 
participated in the Maternal, Newborn 
and Child Health Summit held by Federal 
Government in May. The Canadian govern-
ment has made maternal health and new-
born and child mortality the primary focus 
of its international policy and aid. In 1990, 
countries around the world committed 
themselves to the Millennium Development 
Goals, eight priorities that included child 
mortality and maternal health. The specifi c 
aim is to reduce child mortality by two 
thirds and maternal mortality by three 
quarters, between 1990 and 2015.

◆ The EFC has issued a prayer alert for 
Pakistan, where the situation for 
Christians within the country is becoming 
more unstable. An increasing number 
of Christian girls are being forced to 
convert and to marry Muslim men. See 
www.theEFC.ca/alerts
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Did you 
know that
supporting
the EFC is as 
easy as collecting 
Air Miles?

You can help reduce our 
travel costs just by using 
an EFC Air Miles card!

Activate CFPL is the EFC’s law
and public policy blog – Visit 
www.theEFC.ca/activateCFPL

Join the conversation and 
like us on Facebook. 
www.facebook.com/theEFC

www.theEFC.ca/airmiles 
or call toll-free 1-866-302-3362

Why you need 
to read the next 
Faith Today

Faith Today, Canada’s Christian magazine, is on a countdown to a 
great new design. We chose a Christian designer who has worked 
with magazines like Maclean’s, Canadian Business and MoneySense. 
We’ve met with her. She “gets” us. Watch for it in September. 
Subscribe now at www.faithtoday.ca

Countdown to September

July/Aug 
Issue

T he Faith Today team took The 
 Canadian Bible Engagement 
Study seriously. What caught their
eye especially was a trend that 
indicated that being part of a
small group likely led to increased engagement with the Bible. 

So, they set out to fi nd out why. 

The result: a great read that takes a peek inside small groups across 
the country, fi nding out what works well and why it works so well. 

You will also enjoy an interview on Christians and the arts with 
Regent College professor Iwan Russell-Jones and an investigative 
article looking at post-traumatic stress disorder in Canadian 
soldiers – an issue close to all our hearts. 

Please go to our on-line Canada 
Watch survey and let us know 
how we are doing.

www.theEFC.ca/CWsurvey

Canada Watch ON-LINE SURVEY
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