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The EFC Fights Euthanasia on October 15

T  he debate about euthanasia is like a slowly simmering pot in Canada – a pot that 
  boils over often unless it’s watched very carefully. The EFC is always vigilant and 
responsive to this issue: researching, writing and interacting. On October 15 we will do 
much more than that in the Supreme Court of Canada, as an intervener in the Carter case. 

The case challenges Canada’s longstanding laws that prohibit assisting another person to 
commit suicide or the deliberate killing of another for compassionate reasons. 

Why do cases like this matter so much? Euthanasia is the classic “slippery slope” issue. The 
experience of other countries demonstrates that when the laws begin to weaken in one 
area, related laws eventually crumble. The Netherlands and Belgium began their discussions 
around euthanasia in a similar fashion to Canada, but now children can be euthanized in  
Belgium, and one can only imagine how the elderly feel – the fear is real that if they get 
sicker they may never return home. 

If Canada takes the same fi rst step, we will most likely fi nd ourselves, a decade from now, 
legally sanctioning killings like those we see today in Europe – even children who are ill      
and disabled people with non-terminal health conditions. 

As Christ-followers, of course we care about the suffering of the weak, the ill, the elderly 
and the vulnerable. We also believe that euthanasia and assisted suicide are never the       
answer. Christians have always been at the forefront of the movement for hospitals,
hospices and palliative care.

The EFC will be bringing the biblical principle of the sanctity of life into this crucial 
Supreme Court case. Sanctity of life is a deeply rooted shared value that underpins the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms – that’s one of the primary points we make in 
our “factum,” our written contribution to the Carter case. 

Here are several points of interest to EFC donors from the EFC factum. These are the 
valuable, biblical points the EFC will present to the Supreme Court of Canada. We want you 
to see them fi rst-hand:

• All human life has inestimable worth. This proposition is the bedrock of civilized nations 
 and of Canada’s constitutional order. It is the animating principle of much of our criminal 
 law.
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How you can be involved:

 • Find out more. Read “At Issue” 
 in the Sep/Oct issue of Faith 
 Today (Canada’s Christian 
 magazine published by the EFC) 
 for a quick primer on euthanasia.  
 www.faithtoday.ca/digital

• Visit www.theEFC.ca/TakeAction  
 for a simple guide to taking 
 actions on social issues in
 Canada – including how to 
 contact your MP about 
 euthanasia and more.

• Pray for the EFC’s day in court.

• Give fi nancially to this 
 intervention if you are able. 
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involved with are always 

available at 1-866-302-3362
or www.theEFC.ca  



 How do you personally feel about the EFC’s
 milestone birthday of 50 years?

It’s a wonderful time to celebrate the gathering together of Evangelicals in Canada 
and to refl ect upon what has been accomplished. It’s too easy to take for granted 
what was started 50 years ago and has matured into a solid association that has     
become a signifi cant part of the evangelical community and widely respected by    
others, even those outside our community.

 What is the one thing you hope donors realize about the 
 ministry of the EFC?

We are unique among ministries in Canada. We are the association of evangelical    
denominations and ministries. What we do is collaborative and enriches the 
evangelical community, enhances our effectiveness and gives a common voice 
speaking biblical wisdom and truth into the culture. And I hope that donors realize 
how vital they are to everything we have done.

 What do donors need to know about the next few years of   
 EFC impact in Canada?

We have shown how effective churches and ministries can be when they work 
together, and the impact we can have when we speak into the culture out of an 
evangelical vision of life. 

With the changes taking place in our culture and the need to explore new strategies 
and means of living out the gospel and bearing witness to Christ as Saviour and 
Lord, the EFC becomes a critical place of collaboration and public witness. We are 
undertaking new research to understand trends within the church and in society so 
we can respond effectively. We will continue to champion religious freedom and 
promote the principles that will benefi t the next generation. We will continue to 
champion issues in churches and in law and public policy that will impact our 
generation and generations to come. Donors are a part of this essential work as 
they give, pray and come alongside to encourage and exhort us. We are partners. 

 In your experience travelling the country and meeting with 
 different leaders, churches and organizations across Canada,   
 what does it mean to be a Canadian Evangelical today?

From coast to coast I hear of creative ways in which Evangelicals are engaging their 
communities and impacting lives. We offer hope and compassion when increasing 
numbers of people are feeling isolated and disconnected, wrapped up in making   
ends meet and caring for their loved ones. Out of our fellowship in Christ, we are 
communities marked by wisdom and compassion, which form a powerful witness      
in an increasingly rootless culture. 
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• Dying and killing are drastically differ-
ent things – ethically, morally, legally and 
constitutionally. There can be such a thing 
as a good death but there is never such a 
thing as a good killing.

• It is an understatement to say that 
dying is hard – hard for the person who is 
dying, hard for their family, hard for their 
community. While on the one hand death 
can involve elements of love, culmination, 
satisfaction and release, it can also involve 
pain, suffering, helplessness and loss. But 
compassion is grievously misdirected when 
it advances killing as the antidote to what 
is hard about dying or, in the ultimate irony 
in the claim for assisted suicide, as the 
way to uphold life. The very real diffi culties 
on the path towards death do not violate 
human dignity. Killing does.

• Nothing in the Charter compels the 
legalization of private killings of our fellow 
citizens. That boundary has rightly never 
been crossed. It should not be crossed here.

Laws do not only refl ect a society – they 
also form it. On October 15, the court will 
hear a case about the course we choose to 
chart as a country. 

The Supreme Court of Canada will hear 
from the EFC that the Charter value of 
the sanctity of human life is embraced by, 
among many others, the 40 denominations 
and 100 church-related organizations and 
schools which constitute our organization. 

A civilized society does not throw anyone 
away. It does not value its citizens based 
on their ability to produce and contribute, 
their state of health and wellness or the 
often-used term “quality of life,” which 
varies greatly from person to person. Every 
man, woman, youth and child is of value 
because they exist as creatures made in 
God’s image and loved by Him.

See “How you can be involved” on the 
previous page.
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JOIN THE CONVERSATION AND LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

“I have seen the new layout. Looks fabulous!”

“FT is defi nitely one of the – if not THE – best Christian magazine out 
there. Defi nitely an awesome and fi rst-rate mag.”

“The new design is modern. It’s clean, open. It’s engaging. The cover
story is also intriguing.”

“Awesome! Very edgy, stylish and current. This cover [image] has a
very fresh, clean, sharp and feel-good look to it.”

The EFC helps nurture 
evangelical churches in Quebec

 he EFC is committed to fostering united and 
 strong Christian leadership in the province of 
Quebec. We welcome evangelical leaders from different 
denominations and organizations to meet for fellowship, 
prayer and encouragement.  

On January 26-28, about 50 pastors and parachurch 
ministry leaders will gather for three days of prayer, 
“knocking on heaven’s doors” for the province of Quebec. 
This French-language prayer summit has been an annual event for several years. 

The objective is to spend time listening to God and what He is saying to the Church. 
It is a wonderful opportunity for prayer, worship, restoration and a fresh touch from 
God. It’s an opportunity for mutual ministry as we bless our colleagues. We leave   
our denominational affi liations, titles and positions at the door and enter the 
retreat centre as God’s children and recipients of His grace.

This is a great opportunity to meet peers from other faith families, to learn and       
inspire each other, foster relationship of trust and initiate new networking and 
ministry partnerships that can infl uence community transformation and enrich the 
lives of believers in Quebec.

The new Faith Today is 
a success! 
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        he Sep/Oct issue of Faith Today, Canada’s 
           Christian magazine (published by the EFC), has
been making waves across the country. With a new, 
welcoming design and compelling new features along 
with the old favourites, Faith Today is breaking new 
ground as a Canadian publication. Here is just some 
of what we are hearing:

Prayer Summit 

◆ Prostitution Law Reform: The EFC made 
a submission and presentation to the 
Standing Senate Committee on Legal and 
Constitutional Affairs in September, 
voicing support for proposed new laws on 
prostitution and reiterating the improve-
ments the EFC suggested to the House of 
Commons Justice Committee in July. Bill  
 C-36 will now pass through Report  
 Stage and then Third Reading in the  
 House of Commons. It is expected the  
 bill will be passed and then sent to 
 the Senate, where it will undergo a 
 parallel process of First, Second and  
 Third Reading. The Senate pre-study  
 was conducted in order to help fast  
 track the bill through the Senate by 
 the December deadline imposed by 
 the Supreme Court of Canada.

 ◆ Supreme Court: The EFC has 
 submitted its written arguments for 
 two appearances in the Supreme 
 Court of Canada in October – one on  
 religious freedom and whether it is  
 permitted to pray before government  
 functions like town council meetings;  
 the other case on euthanasia and 
 assisted suicide. The EFC continues to  
 bring a respected, clear and compas-
 sionate voice of biblical principles in  
 these significant cases that have the 
 potential to change Canada’s legal 
 and moral landscape.



 remember when I turned 50 with, 
 to be honest, a bit of angst about 
hitting the half-century mark. Not so with 
the EFC turning 50. This is a 100 per cent 
happy experience. I remember feeling I 
was hitting my stride at 50, personally and 
professionally. That sense is a common 
element between the EFC’s landmark year 
and what typically is a “big birthday” for 
many of us. The EFC is busier than ever, in 
issues that are as important to Canada’s 
future as they have ever been. Thank you 
for being a part of this essential, unique 
and better than ever ministry.

Box 5885 West Beaver Creek Post Offi ce, Richmond Hill, ON L4B 0B8  
Tel: 905.479.5885  •  Toll Free: 1.866.302.3362  •  Fax: 905.479.4742
Email: efc@theEFC.ca  •  www.theEFC.ca

The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada is the national association of Evangelicals, gathered together 
for infl uence, impact and identity in ministry and public witness. Since 1964 the EFC has provided a 
national forum for Evangelicals and a constructive voice for biblical principles in life and society.

Did you 
know that
supporting
the EFC is as 
easy as collecting 
Air Miles?

You can help reduce our 
travel costs just by using 
an EFC Air Miles card!

Activate CFPL is the EFC’s law
and public policy blog – Visit 
www.theEFC.ca/activateCFPL

Join the conversation and 
like us on Facebook. 
www.facebook.com/theEFC

www.theEFC.ca/airmiles 
or call toll-free 1-866-302-3362

I thank the Lord for the privilege 
to work at the EFC for the past six 
years. Working in the communica-
tions department allows me to 
enjoy various aspects such as 
formatting and sending out our 
electronic newsletters, working 
on the circulation and distribution 
of Faith Today, co-ordinating the speakers program and 
updating our websites and database.Working in the 
Richmond Hill offi ce, I get to hear from our wonderful 
donors, subscribers and affi liates. I am truly grateful for 
your faithful support. I love it when I have a chance to 
thank you in person and fi nd out how we can help 
support you in prayer. I count it a blessing to work 
alongside such a dedicated team as we serve the Lord 
together for this vital ministry.

Meet Your 
EFC Team

PROFILE: ANITA KWAN

Anita Kwan – Communications Co-ordinator/
Faith Today Circulation and Distribution

Message from 
the President, 
Bruce J. Clemenger

I

THANK YOU to everyone who took the time to complete 
our recent Canada Watch survey. Your thoughts matter to us 
and will help shape this newsletter in the issues to come. 
We are always happy to hear from you. You can reach us 

any time at 1-866-302-3362.

Canada Watch on-line survey
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